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PBBPACB. 

tbiB it was propor and fitting for the place, in 
which at first it received its beginning, being in one 
of the schools of the prophets, and a principal se* 
minaiy of divines, St Johns Collie in Cambridge. 
Where being at that time master (and having as 
yet no other public employment, which might 
take him up) he was willing to lay himself forth 
80 much the rather in this way of his ministry, by 
Catechetical Lectures in that Chapel on the even- 
kigsof the lj(»d's day. As Elisha when he came 
to Jeridio,* casting salt into those springs of 
water, for the preserving of aU savcgiiiiQei^.aiid 
fruitlulness in them*. / 

^ Now these sermons of his he had draxvn up (^o 
htB8 to the preaching of them) into a complete 
body of divinity in thirty distinct Aphorisms^ 
with their respective Exercitations ; being . also 
the sumi, and extract of most . of his. fi>riBe]! Js^ 
bburs in the whole course of his ministry; whu^ 
lie bad intended (if God had peraiutt^) to. have 
fitted^ and fHrepaved for the press* But being 
ppewa^ of this his purpose by . a long and: te* 
dious sickness, and much weakness growing UfH 
on him, and at last by death itself ; he finished 
only these six, which are now presented .to view; 
Ittd- authorized under his: own hand, idrjthose 
which he allowed of as his, exclusively to any 
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PREFACE. 

pkasmgly, and amiably in the eyes of her belov- 
ed, and distinguishes her from all false and ooiuu 
terfeit lovers. . 

To all this we may finally add, what it is ul 
the very work itself, and the contrivances of it : 
wherein (not to anticipate the thoughts of others 
that shall peruse it) soundness of juc^emeat with 
elegance of expression ; sublimity of sentiment 
tdth sobriety of spirit ; variety of reading with 
accuracy of ccnnposure ; sweetness of wit with 
savouriness of heart, do seem to be linked to- 
^gether in so rare, and happy a conjunction, as 
nakes this Chain of Principles to be a diain of 
pearis. 

• The Lord by his Holy Spirit set home the 
truths in it upon the hearts of aH those who shall 
be made partakers of it. •* To him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages 
rworld without end/* Amen. 
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ftobfttiM of theaamnbtjaf diviMi' now «Miag«l WiMaifaMlar, 
^Wlftiiiih^Mid 8apioii8lypRittiie,bthepfeetwce«f Aktt^jlht^ 
€k)d; tlietettGher-of ftHbeftftv, thai, durmg thetiiiie of wj 
tontbttaiioe io that «lua*ge» I AM • faiUifaUy Whoav to p». 
moo? piety and 'ieaniinK in mywe^ itteiMtwr^. ieaholaii and 
atudenls, thatFdo|Or^all bfelong to 4he wd^ ooMtgn^ i^gK^ 
ably to the late soiemn league and MvenMt^^y aae awiorn 
«nd tubMsribed, with ret|»ci»to' all ibafwd amd wbohaama 
MrtotescaF'tiie nid ooHege, and of the mvvvnil^^ eonat* 
pondent to ibe mid covenant ; and ky «M peaaa 4o iiioana 
die weMwe ^and perfect refonnalMi both nf that aoUage ani 
faniv^rstty, so finr as to oe appertuia. . . , f 

' ^ JOHN ARROWSIf ITR.'*' 
During the above year he was on6 of the ^mnflttee of 
learned ()i vines \^hich united with a committer of the lord4 
and commons, to treat with ; the commissionefs of the 
Church of Scotland, cpnceming an agreement in matters of 
^religion.  . 

By what our refbrmera did in this affair/ they certainly 
made biKth the public in general, and the Uniyersity in par- 
ticular, their debtors ; |iowever little they mi^ht both b^ dis-^ 
posecT to acknowledge the obligatbn. Thb relormatioh at. 
traoted much notipe ; and was warmly pmised by some per* 
9on9, and as violently censured liy ethers.^ Mr Neal says, 
*< The LordVday was (A>served with uncommon' rigour ^ 
there . were sermons and prayer ^ in all the churdk^ and 
cliapels both morning and afternoon. Yice and profaneness 
were banished, insomucH, that an oath was not to bie beard 
within the Walls of the University^ and if it may be said 
without oiFencCj^ the Colleges never appeared more like nurl 
aeries of religion and! virtue than at this time.** if he same 
^Xithor adds, <^ I have before me the names of fifty-five per- 
apps, who, after they liad been exiemihied by the AsGj^mbly 
were put ^ into vacant fellowships in the compass of the yea 
16^« and within nx months more, all the vacancies were in 
a manner supplied, with men of approved leaitiing and piety. 
From this time, the University of Cambridge enjoyed a hap> 
py tranquillity, leamfHig revived, reli^on ntid good manners 

' * Papen of Accaofc^ pi^ 15. 
t See Walker's Attempt. Part i. respectmg the Begnlation of 
the University of Cambridge. 



AccovNT or Tin AvnpMt^ 

titeM lOfMiiM, at a 4ime tiriKii the ritit 'isf^enalieiiiiivs im 
Mood aiid eattfwnon. And thoitgh this alleH»tlim wa»<|Pe«(ail 
by a nmtnre of the dvil and nriikaryffcMrer^ y^ «|i a litiiid 
IHW tfuagjl Mi^^iertad tolfieiv^oraier chatm^; amt the statutes 
tfrthe'UniWf^y' wereas r^^llarly observed a9 )ever:''§r % 
*r Wiieii otNP tfutbor was ptomot^ to 4)e Mi^er- of St Joinrii 
GoHsgtei erne of Itie. Mhoai^^ of tie prcfhH^ wni -n prindpil 
liwiMiiiiii iy #f dmiies,'h^eoii9€ieiitieliidf dinehat^ged-'the^utmr 
^tas olBee.; aild pnmied bi$>8tud)ee Mid ressavehe?^ wtA tM 
ansi noomm^ ^m^itp- ^'W^t^ he ^bilBl 410 other piihK< 
iin|il(ijiuni^nt» be dtiiter^i ^fif tefbetical hfctittes^ i^ that- ehbfNBl 
en die .ereBiogs of tbe BiOHTe^^c^, biyHig.a ijoodfoaQdaUear 
qI ih^ doeirbie-df GNbrial, Me^^-a wiaei master^biuider. ' 4a 
Slislmt wJicn be cahie* ^.Jeocbo^ ,c«filii)g. pMt 'inio ibe sftring 
of; water*; fer the ff eeetvelsoB ani b^tb oi' iill« those persbna 
^iiQ w^re ib the plAoe, he: used b<fr biest ; eodecHroi^rs xq 8u|h 
fljf nl^ ^as wantiog^ and to correet whait wm fMnies* . Hm- 
expbiiiied tbe genMine sources of velii^iQiis koowiedgef- ki ar 
o^t JMdki^tis aild fInideiU maaiier^ in order to pFOiQole la 
spirit of practical piel)r» ifiul .vital religioQ, io tbe; hearts ^Qf 
his hj&iurers, aad eiapecialljr. of the candidates for the hcltjr 
mv^st^^ (He waa' peculiarly attentiva to the advance^ 
mt^ti, of sojii4 end uiisfal fearaing iu his CoUi^» Solid JefirQ% 
iog «w) tme piety- were v^osjl hijtiiqetely coDneot^ ia bi^vse^ 
and tb^ w^^^o-eouaecKed ia all bif instructions tiiito etheip ^^ 
T^y Qugbt.atwayft to- jp> bend iu hand, is the public teacbei% 
of Cbri8ti«;iit<y.r- When master, of this CoHege«. be begaa ^ 
apply biiiopetf* mUii eaiinetit moee»i to th^t most ekbocate^ 
and truly exoettefit work, JChaiaqfFrmciplM. This luost; 
beautiful and very important Chidit of llieiilogical Priack 
pies was designed to form a complete -Hok^^ JMmiki^ 
in (^ir^distiaet^^p^briMM^^'with their respective JBerra^Or 
tiqiss. And tbe laboiioas autbdr imslnded lo have prepared 
these ieeraed B,ui fiSw8|)Soditctiona for tbe press^ if die Lord) 
had spsied and afforded him health; but siekiiess and deatit 
put;ao end to bis labours^ when he bad finished only theise 

]| NeslVIi^toryi^as abexet where mere may be feund if^ Ibe 
subject. 



ACCOIJIIT OF TffE IUTKOR; 

Ax Aphorbms, with their re^pecltTe Exdtailiitaons, which' 
have been published to the woiM, aiid 'are ewtMad, '*• A 
Cham of Principles/^ 

' He took bis doctor^s degree in the year 1A47y and wis 
chosen' vice-diancellor of the University of Cambridge th^ 
same year. In the year 1651 , he' was presented* to the ractory 
of Somershmn, and was also consCitnted' Professor of dM* 
nity, in this famous University, which office he resigiied 
m I6t5; and was succeeded by Dr Tuckney.f In the ytar 
1608, upon the death of Dr Hill, our iliiiatrioiis anchor 
was removed to be Master of Trinity-College, in ssid Uai- 
Tciinty, which Wood says b the best preferment m it. In a 
situation so peculiarly agreeable to the views and habits 
of a scholar and of a £vine, he eminently displayed Us tfnlent 
zeal and great fidelity in the honourable service of his great 
Master. And the infinitely wise and sovereign Disposer bf 
all things certidnly regarded the University ot Cambridge 
with peculiar favour, when he placed this learned and pious 
divine, in such eminent stations there, where be was made the 
instrument of great usefulness. It was an observation of 
Tacitus, that advancement rarely mended the disposition of 
the human inind ; only Vespasian was changed to th^ better. 
And Evagrius gives it as the high praise of the Emperor 
Mauritius, that in the height of alliiis majesty, he retain^ his 
ancient piety. It may be considered, by good information, 
as the high praise of the subject of this Memoir, as he iras 
seemingly the' subject of the 'unsearchable riches of Sivkte 
grace, that in the height of all his preferments, he retain- 
' ed his former piety ; and even improved greatly hi litera- 
ture, ahd in the msposition of his mind. There is growth 
both in knowledge and in grace. • 

He was a very eminent and uselul preacher of the gkinsus 
gospel of the grace of God. Hiere is one remarkabte instance 
of this transmitted to posterity, respecjtingMr John Mfiebin, 
of Jesus*B Ckrflege, Cambridge. Mr Madun was bom at 8ea* 
bridge in Staffordshire, Oct. 2d. 10S4. He spent his youth 

* 

^ Preface to the Chain, by Messrs Horton and Dillingl^ain. 

f kennet's Chronicle, p. 601> 935- 
i Wood's Athens Ozon. vol. ii. Col. 505. Calamy's account, 
vol. ii. p. 78. 294. Baker's MS. coL vol. i. p. 265. 



ACCOUNT OF THE JLTfTOOB. 

the fint chapter of the gospel aeoorjuig to John. 4to. 
Sll. London, 1660. Sells now in LoDdon at T#. 6d. 
- Dr Cotton Mather, in bia Student and Preacher, ai 
<< Every thing of an Arro^nrsmith is admirable.^ ^* The nai 
of Ligbtfoot, Seiden, Gataker, Greenhill, Arrowsmith, Twi 
Bishop RejHiolds, Wallis, be will always be famous in 
learned world.*^ 

* Neal's Hist Purit vol. iiu chap. x. 
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THMOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES, Sfc. 



Aphorism I. 



Man's blessedness consisteth not in a comflueiiQe^ 
of worldly accommodations^ which w^ all' 
yanity of vanities ; but ixi the fruition of God 
m Christ, who only is the strength of our 
heartis, and our portion for ever. 

£X£RCITATI0N I. 

Psalm 144. end opened. Blessedness what. So- 
1070071* s scope 171 Ileclesiastes., Why he ^ stiles^ 
himself Cobeleth. His testi7rio7iy coTieemi^g 
the creatures. Their threefold transcendefiit 
va7iity. InteUectual accomplishments brought 
UTider the saTne .censure^ by reason of the folly, . 
enmity, aTixiety, and iTimfficiency that attend 
them. An apostrophe to the world. 

§ l./J^HIS is a case which hath long since 

been determined by the Prophet David, 

who in Psalm 144th, affcer he had twice charg- 

A 
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mim\xnimt4!^thit dead/' ^Bwk we 6l^ch^'tbwg»(tf 
tbisivorlft. Th^ delude iw witli aMsy « pmomf- 
;nn^ iqotto, m if th^ vetdd give Us hefwta eaie ^ 
Imt wjben we fame to look i^tkin, inctead of con- 
Itexiitmmt, Afioid ifs aot^ung but ocmvieltico of oidr 
^jr iu fe^^ting Mti^fiotioa firam them. Wibk 
|prod it 'n ^'herwiie. He is .f»ith^ that pTQfm»- 
td) * «Utfi jtbe tpostle ; aiad agsuB, Faithliii'"iii 
itie that caUetb you, who also will do it."f I irt» 
^e way,'', jsaiUi' Christ of lumeeUv '* the tfuth 
mad -thif Ufe." t . In Mm beUevers find pot Iwt, 
fxiit more t]baa $!vs^ ^hejr htoked &r ; and wlbca 

tiiey pQ0ie to eojoy himcoi^pl^ely are ^nfoiced^ 
cry out, as the Que^nof ^beba did, ** The half 
wap iwt told ine,'- S 

§ ^. Thirdly, a Mosm vi unchaagefddaMss 
<^jiposite to thdr iofiooBtaiD^.. This Oed chf^ 
lengeth to hiniself, ** I ^aqi the Iiord, I <^a]^ 
P0(," .y iUvi Jesus €%irist is {SaJd to be the sa^ae 
yesterday, aod to^ay, aqd for ever/' f Anather 
a|K>ftle, vpea^cmg of- the l?AtJ||er of ^ts; *^ fnow 
whom desoe^ -every gpod ^d peifect gi^"^* 
([thereiQ allfudingj a^ HaiasiMs f f Qoof^iyes^ituribfl 

« - 

lijgl^fit W^4 pei&ctimM; to Urim in theflcriroids 
gifts) tells us that with him is " no variableness 
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•^flrf), x. %. 1 1 "Wjegg. v: 24. * J John ' xiv. 6^ 

§ I ffings X. 7. ' Wsilac. Jit. 6. f Heb. xili. S. 

**Jfune8i. !?• ' tfilefflkuitiii Ioqwl. -a 



*t / 



titifPigbt ^r ^sopia^ tQ be bfinmed 9wb the wt <^ 

ed, then drawn to the life. In the creatures 
vested a £di ^imghtt and ttvely portraiture of 
awtHbUity- ; holt iMt so much as the fudim^ats' 
•£ a-fhramg^ as thfe least line <»r shadow of it m' 
God^and Ci«ri0t. 

JGxW»Clf43!IWf III, 

Tw9 conclusions fcom Psalm IxxiiL 25, 26. TSic? 
jPsalmsCs c(m staled. Thefregueub cmpth», 

\ . cation qfcgrppTol and spirituol irovhle^. Hcnpi 
Crod sir engtkemth Ats people^ s hearts agmmt 
their bodily distempers ; how under di^coura^, 
, ments of spirit. The secret supports cf s0p^ 
ing grace. What kind of portion God is iff. 
the^aints^ A imgratulatiaii of their happi-^ 
wss herein^ * 



./ > v« 



§' i'; FiiOM/fhat patheticai passage m we of! 
the Pssflms, iVhom. have I in heaven but th^p f^\ 
and'thSsre is none upon earth that I desire besides- 
thte. 'My fiesh ami my Jt^art faileth ; hut Gj^d 
is 'the strength of my heart, and my portion fcyr 
ever/f these two cohclusions may be raisedi 



» « * 



1. There is no person or thing in heaven or 
earth short of Cxod in Christ to be looked * 
upon and desired as our utmost good. 

^ T(Mri(( m/if^lmtrtM* Pareus in loc. t Psalm Ixxiii. 25* 26. 
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dsamgr ^^^ strong beenuse feuded <» a rode. 
Suck a rode is our God^ and that even m siid» 
a case as hath been. drscrSied . 

^3. Hezekiah whMfn Ood had chosen to* liiSe^^ 
va* sick unto death. Lazavis whom Jesua lov- 
a^ sickened and died.f Timothy hadhisefteA 
infiitejities.:!: The Psabkiist's flt^h failed bim^ 
6r to speajc in PaaF» jriirase^i hBt oufevriurd man 
perkhed ;$' yet God metaiwhik was the rock 
4nd strength of his sitk servant's heart. Fiat^ 
hsf pyctiei^ring therein an expectaticni of such 
fruit as saints use to reap from such tibials. Fruit 
wMch rdates partty to sin, and partly to grace. 
To isin byway of cUre. Diseases when sanctified 
dizain the inward as well a3 the outward mai^, 
and hel|» to spend out the bad hinnovrs of bo1ii« 
Skiaiess (saidl IsidteeO woimdeth the flesh, but 
healeth the mind ; is the body's maJady, but the 
soid'sh miediciae; II ¥ot instancej^ wealuiess kills 
ti» itdi: of woridlineiss;^ Let {Measure open all 
her Aops, and piresenka sickaianwith her ohoi- 
cesij^arities : let Mankindn bringforth all his bags 
and jingler tJhem in his eam>' produce all his 
etawoBy sceptres^ mitres^ add l^y thenx at his £eet^ 
how5 ready Witt he be to csy oul^ ** Away with 
tixctm" Behold I akn at, th^ poipt to di^ (as 
£rau once i?easOned^)> and Tsrhat ca^ thf se viuu-. 
ties profit me ? The like may be said of self-con- 

** Ra. xxxvfii. r. f JblinxL 3i t 1 Tttt,'v/.23. § 3iCof.if. Ifll 
(I Adversa corporis remedia tiant tfnimttf, ^gritudo camem vul- 
nerat, mortem curat. Isidor. lib. S. de summ. boAo. 

f Gen. XXV. 52. 
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this disease I have learned to know aright what 
sini and what the nmjesty of God is/' * 
Rollock upon his, ^^ I am not ashamed to 
pofess that I never reached to so high a pitch 
in the knowledge of God, as I have attain- 
ed in this sickness/' f Rivet upon his, ^^ In the 
^moe of ten days since I kept my bed, I have 
learned minre, and made greater progress in divi- 
nity, than in the whole course of my hfe be- 
fore/'t 

§ 5. Secondly, by infiasing and exciting a pri&- 
dj^ of Christian patience, which is therefore 
i^ble to suppwt and strengthen the heart when 
philosophioal, stoical patience cannot do it ; be- 
cause itself is strengthened from such divine 
topics, as philosophy knows but httle, if any 
thing of I shall instance in two, the pains of 
hell deserved by us, and the pains of Christ eji- 
dured for us. Well may the consideration, of 
hd\ torments due to us all, as beiqg by natiure 
ohiklren of wrath, conduce to the working of pa- 
tience in us under these petty suffenngs in com- 
parison. For what are these rods to those bqot^ 
pions ? A fever to those everlasting burnings ? 
The stone or gout to that fire and brimstone ? 
A sick bed to hell, where the fit never goeth ofi^ 

** the fire never goeth out, the worm never 
** dieth?'§ So also when upon our beds of 

* Md. Adam. ID vitis Genu. Tbeol* p .601. .: 
t Idem in vitis Exterorum. p. 189* 
X Dauberi Orai. fimeb. in excessum Andrefle Riveti, page 90* 

§ Mack ix. 44. 
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lot with iBatm^ tibat God setk lus lieoefits to us 
ibr our pains; but this we acknowledge, h^ 
giveth them so as to require our industry about 
them. Yet it not this any prejudice to the ft^ee* 
Bess of his gr^o^ or any contradictioQ to that 
clause, ^ Buy without money and without ps^ice/' 
because our labow caa no way merit his blessings^ 
As when a school«anaster teacheth a boy gratis, 
the youth cannot possibly attain to learning an* 
I^ he be iadustiioufi, and take pains at his book; 
but it doth not therefore cease to be free on the 
teacher's part, because th^ learner's pains are Te» 
spired* So it is here« 

Yet some in aU ages have been so va^ as t» 
4ream of bringing their money with them when- 
ever they come ; I mean that, which if not in it- 
self, yet in their opinion ^eems to deserve what 
^y come for. So the Pharisees of old, and tiie 
papists of late. Insomuch as Cemeltps a lapide^ 
an has comment upon this very place,^ Whicli 
maketh altogether &x the contrary doctrine, 
oounteoanceth the popish tenets of free-will and 
^erit of congruity.f So eleph^ts, they say, are 
wont before they drink to bemud the water, 
which, if it were suBEerod to remain de^r, woi^d 
«lisa>ve|r^ir deformity (» diem. ' 

$& I proceed to the expostulation contained 
jm the laes* wonk, ?' Wherefore, do ye spend 

^ Emptio e8|; dispositio |fberi arbitrii. 
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^^ money fdr that ^hkh is not bread, and your 
«« labour fof that which satisfieth not P* Wcnrds 
apphcabfe both to worldHngsy asid to such be- 
Ikrtts as have not yet got clear of the worid^ 
First, to worldlings, who m^mfestly spend not 
tlmar pioney only, but their souls for that wtnchi 
i$ not bMad. In the Lord's {nrayer, bread is put 
fiM" afi necessaries, and used m the Lord^s sup^*' 
p», to signify the absolute necessity of recesving 
Chrit^ by whom spiritual life is silpported, a$ 
the nftturai Ufe is by bread* Now the acoommoi^ 
dations doted upon by men of the wovid, and 
6ften purchased with the loss of salvation, are 
justly said not to be bread, because they aire nei- 
ther absoteitely necessa^ to be had, nor able to 
support such as enjoy them^ A man's Ufe,. salth 
our Saviour, ^ consisteth not in the abundance 
^ of th^ things which he poasessetb/'* Weakh 
Indeed iB an accessary good, but no necessar 
messhig. IN^Hie are made really nappy by ii^ 
(though Latmists uk the same word Beatus^ 
to signify both rich and Hessed.) A Chrniiian 
mny be happy without it ; rea% happy^ yea^ 
iind reaBy wealthy too, for he is abundantly rich 
that posseaseth Christ in the midst of poverty ;f 
ttid doth hot make treasure his Gbd^ as the ser- 
if ants of mammon do, but God his treasure. 

§ 7. Fiufthenhofe, a^the eipression there b^ 
^ They spend their labour for that which SBtk^ 

• Luke xii. 15. t M0m Hfmw^ qui cam Chmte pauper. 



nilh^ ^ iB idol i^ nothiiig/' atid yet the sSveiv 

. sinitha cried outi ^ great is Diaaa of the £^e- 

<< sians." Diana then was a great nothii^. 

Such are those men of place idolized by commoji 

people, when the Lord begins to blow upon them 
. in his wrath, like those nobles of Idumea, con- 
cerning whom Isaiah said, /^ all her princes shall 
" be nothing."* 

§ 9. Secondly, as for those saints whose wings 
are still somewhat clogged with the bird lime of 
this world, I humbly desire them to consider, 
. how ill it becomes the offspring of heaven to go 
licking up the dust of this earth, the woman's 
seed to ccmtent itself with the serpent's • food ; 
. any one of the posterity of Japhet, after h^ hath 
been persuaded into the tents of Sem, to bring on 
himself Canaan's curse, ** a servant of servants 
** shalt thou be," by subjecting his soul to that 
which God made to serve its servant, the body. 
Verilyi if this present world, or any thing in it 
be over precious in thy sight, O Christian, thciu 
art become vile in the eyes of God, yea, in thine 
own : for none can set a high price upon things 
without him till he have first undervalued liis 
soul.f Time was when Satan shewed our Savi« 
our all the kingdoms of this world, and the glory 
of them. If ever the world appear unto thee 

* Isaiah xxxiv. 12. 
tCajasanimaiii.occalis ejus est pretiosa, in ejus ocidia 
mundus est parvus. Dictum Hebrftorum apud Buxtprf. in flp- 
lileg. page 225* Pecuniam habes? vel teipsum vel pecvntaiA 
vilem lMJ[>eas necesse est* Seoec. 
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loved l»o1iier Paul,"* tund commendeth not 
liiB wisdom only, but all his epistks, even that 
wherein he himself was reproved. As for their 
earrkge toward others, Moses who loved the 
Hebrews so well as to wish himself blotted out 
of God's hooisiy rather than they should perish, 
yet spaiteth not to relate their many rebellions^i 
irith tihe a^ravations thereof to the iiiU. The 
idolatry of his brother Aaron, the murmuring 
of his sister Miriam, the frpwardness of his 
wife Zipporah, are as freely •recorded by him 
as any other historical passages whatsoever* 
Liuke, who was Paul's companion and scholar, 
tdleth us in the Acts what havock he had .made, 
^and how sore an enemy he had been to the church 
of Christ. Mark, whom Peter styleth his son, 
«^frs(vateth the stoiy of his dear father's sm 

^ against Christ, more than some of the other 
evangelists, f Luke and John tell us barely 
of his denying ; but Mark addeth ftirther, that 
^ he b^an to swear and curse, saying, I know 
not the man." it" 
* § 4. IV. In point . of duration. Satan, who 

n/ 18 God's ape in very many things, had his ora* 
des also of both sorts, vocal ; as at Delphi and 
Dodona, which Ovid in that rei^ct joineth to* 
-gether in one verse, Non mihi si De^hi, Dor 
donaque diceret ipsa ; written, as in the Sibyl's 

' 8Pet. iii. 15, 16. f 1 Pet last. 18- 

t M«rk sir. rene 68> 70, 71. 
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books contained at first in three volumes, two 

thereof, aS' it is said, were purposely cast into 

'^ the fire by her that presented them, because 

^c Tarqmn would not go to the price of them; 

^^1 and the third sold for as much as was demanded 

hf in the beginning of the treaty for all three. *. 

^ Now providence so ordered things, that there 

i^l "WBS a remarkable failing of the fbrnxer sort upoft 

)g' tile coming of Christ in the flesh, and a t6tal 

iis c^sation of them not long after his death, inr 

ID somudi as Plutarch wrote a book of their de* 

r. feet: and a destruction of the latter aftrtP 

r, , Ghristianity had taken root in the Roman axi^ 

J, fin^, Wheii Stilico burnt the SibyFs books as fb- 

1 ttienters of paganism and profaneness,. f He that 

was manifested to destroy the works of the devfl 

\ : Stopped the mouths of those evil angels that gave 

answers by oracles. The Sun of righteousness 

^rose, and those wild beasts were forced to be^ 

take themsselves to their dens, Then was the 

pniiiie of this world judged and his angels dis* 

lodged, for the Lord Christ had ejected them. 

' OBatthe Old Testament scriptures received a strong 

€cmfirmation from Christ by his appealing to 

them, arguing &om them, and expounding c^ 

^m. Yea, so far were the oracles of God 

§ima any diminution by his coming, preaching 

4 • 

t » ' ^ 

* Plin. natur. hist. lib. 13. cap. IS. 
f Sibylina fata cremavit opis. Vide Baron, torn* 4« ad aa* 
num Christi 389. n. 56. el Mc^kk Vatei^ P«ge 182. 
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the supreme universal cause^ reascm begins t<^ 
contemplate him as their efficient, because t^i^ 
eould not make themselves. But hitherto it 
only discovereth qwod sit^ that there k a God, 
to whom all things owe their beings ; not qui4 
sit^ what h6 in. The second is via remotwms^ 
when it oonsidereth the several imperfections of 
creatures^ and removeth them all from God, a« 

inconsistent with a deity. Thus it oonc^iivdth 

• 

him immortal, impassible, impeccable, becauit^ 
to die j suffer, sin, are imperfections. But thisi 
only sheweth, quid non sitj what he is not ; shd 
is still to seek for what he is. The third is via 
eminentia^y when reason considereth the sundry 
perfections which are scattered here and there, 
among created beings, and ascribes them all to 
God in an eminent and transcendent way. As 
when finding in angels and men wisdom, holi^ 
Bess and strength, it conceiveth God to be most 
wise, most holy, and most stronj^. Yet evep 
t)iis doth but shew, qiialis sit^ nan ^is^ what 
kind of being God is, not who is he. Reason. 
for that must be beheld to revelatioh: In 
which respects I cannot but applaud the wise, 
answer of that philosopher, (£picteti)s, as some 
report) who when his hearers said to him. Sir, 
you have uttered many excellent things concern- 
ing God, biit we cannot as yet understand what 
he is, told them plainly, ** Were I able fiilly to 
lElet forth God, I should either be God mysdf, or 
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I 

Cifieth coQcemmg en unbegotten Father, an 
only begotten Son, and a Holy Spirit proceed- 
ing from both ; Three, yet- but One : and there^ 
in to acquiesce without enquiring as Mary did, 
when the angd foretold her miraculous conception. 
How can this thing be ? To which question my^ 
return should be no other but that of Austin, 
who n<>twithstanding his fifteen books concern^ 
mg the Trinity, modestly said, ^ Askest thou me- 
liow there can be Three in One, and One in- 
Three ? I do not know, and am freely wHling 
to profess my ignorance herein.- * Verily thiA, 
light is dazzling, and our eyes are weak. It H 
s case wherein the w^st clerks are ignorant, and 
tile ablest orators infants. 

§ 6. Yet is the mystery itself written in Script, 
ture as it were with the sun-beams. I reject 
not as invalid, but only forbear as less evident 
the places commonly cited out of Moses and the> 
prophets; choosing rather to insist upon Kei^' 
Testament discoveries, when the veil which for- 
inerly hid the Holy of Holies from men's sights 
was rent in pieces, and the secrets of heaven ex-' 
posed to more open view, than whilst the church ^ 
was in her minority. At our Saviour's baptism' 
there was a clearer manifestation of the Trinity 
than ever before ; as if God had reserved this 
discovery on purpose to add the greater honour' 

* Nefleio> et libentur nescire profiteort August, lertn. de tem- 
pore 1S9* 
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works/' * That of John, " He that saith^i;^ ^"^ 
Grod, and keepeth not his command 

liar, and the truth is not in him." f 
of Job, " Behold the fear of *^he Lt.T, that is 
wisdom, and to depart from evil is understand- 
ing/ t 

^ Jangtes ii. 18. t 1 John ii. 4. t Job xxviii. last. 



Ci. 8. . A CHAIN OF PRINCIPLES. 9091 

is accounted by some a great matter to have the 
frowns and ill word of a great man. But St 
John, whose conversation was in heaven, made 
nothing of it. Speaking of Diotrephes's ma- 
lignancy and reproachful speeches he phraseth it 
thus, *• prating against us with malicious worJs?^* 
The term properly signifieth trifling. Thoi^h 
Bliotrephes were a great prelate, and his 'words 
very malicious ; yet the apostle's spirit was raided 
so far above them, that with him all were but 
trifles, and by him cohtenmed as-such. 






^'S John retfk 10. >in^ m^«ilr'f^AMie<;f ^jiMr-. : •. A 
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^ Blessed is the man that endureth temptations, 
for when he is tiied he shall receive the crown of 
life which the Lord hath promised to them that 
love him.'' For this crown the cross makes 
way ; although no cross can merit it but that of 
Christ. Tet as law is said to work wrath cfiea^ 
sionally, so ^^ our light afflictions which iEUtf but 
far a moment^ work for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory." * 

•SCor.iv. 17. 
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cient for the qiamteiiaiice of her child, herself 
and Joseph in the journey which they were to 
take presently after into Egypt* See how God 
provideth ; hard hefbre that, he sendeth the wise 
men from the east, and they hring costly presents 
with them, gold among others, which was certain- 
ly of no small vm for defraying their . ensuing 
chaq^es. In the year 1573 when the Frotestan^ 
were besieged in Rochelle by the French king^s 
forces, Go4 sent them in daily with the tide ah 
infinite nuipber of small fishes ; such as ^ before 
that time were never seen within that haven, and 
mesently upon the ei^d of the siege retired again J- 
yfe read of Wolfangus Musculus, a late German 
divine, thftt having recdved by Luther's book% 
4:he %ht ai)d sense of th^ g^^^Pl^l^ he forsook hi3 
monastery and married : that after this he w^ so 
poor, as to let his w^ go out to service^ and be* 
take himself to work with a weaver, who proved 
an Anab^ti^t That during his abode there, h^ 
jolacfd himself with this distich, 

• 'M* Jimm imtaUj pd p i mi ' i m o m n im aaia^f 

TJiatis, 

Tliert i» a God in heavent who sucli as cjeave 
To his providence on earthy can m^rer leai^. 



Thai the Anabaptiit within a while t;urnc;4 
him o^T, and he being (hen to seek for mainte*- 
naece, w^a hiral to work at Strasbuirg about 

* Chemnit hannon. t Collection of French massacres, P» 289* ^ 
% Melch* Adam* in Tit. Theol. Gerai. p. 575* . 



